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Université de Montréal to get $32 million | @ooseco e
for research projects

Federal Health Minister Ginette Petitpas Taylor unveiled the new funding as part of a $378 million for more than 400
research projects across Canada.

CHARLIE FIDELMAN, MONTREAL GAZETTE Updated: August 14, 2018

JAMES C. CHERRY

! a . ke & Louis Audet, Executive Chair of Cogeco
. E ¥ 1A o Communications Inc., is pleased
. to announce that Mr. Cherry has
' joined the Board of Directors of
the Company.
Mr. Cherry is a corporate director He was
President and Chief Executive Officer of
Aéroports de Montréal from 2001 to 2016. He
has over 40 years of experience in general
rmanagement and rore specifically in project
and financial management in the international
aerospace, defense and rail sectors. Over this
period he has worked in senior executive positions
with Bombardier Inc., Oerlikon Aerospace Inc.,
CAE Inc.and ALSTOM Canada. He is a director of
Cogeco Inc., Logistec Inc. and Voti Detection Inc.
and also serves as a director of the McGill
University Health Centre, the Canada Infrastructure
Bank and Centraide - United Way Canada.
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Federal Health Minister Ginette Petitpas Taylor, left to right, and Dr. Marc Therrien listen as Katherine Borden explains her lab work at
Université de Montréal on Monday, Aug. 13, 2018. E

. Universite de Montreal is getting $32 million for research in dozens
of health projects at its laboratories and health facilities.

Thirty-two teams at the forefront of scientific research are to benefit from the investment,
& announced Monday at the university.

ADJUST Federal Health Minister Ginette Petitpas Taylor unveiled the new funding as part of a pan-Canadian
injection of $378 million from the Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR) in more than 400

research projects across Canada.

COMMENT

The minister made the announcement after a tour of the high-tech cancer research laboratory run
by Dr. Marc Therrien, the lead investigator of the Institute for Research in Immunology and Cancer,
created in 2003 to shed light on the biological mechanisms behind an umbrella of diseases DUN NECT WlTH US

considered the leading cause of death in Canada.
Therrien got a $3.2-million grant over seven years to study the RAS pathway, a signalling n u

mechanism that is common to nearly 50 per cent of all cancers. His goal is to find targets for new

cancer drugs.
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For example, in pancreatic cancer, more than 90 per cent of cases are caused by mutations in the
RAS gene itself, Therrien explained.

The RAS pathway has emerged as a potential target to stop cancer’s uncontrolled growth, he said.
It's also implicated in more than 50 per cent of skin and colorectal cancers, as well as in 30 per cent
of lung cancers, “major killers.”

Working with researchers across Canada, Therrien's team will attempt “to tease apart the structural
mechanism that allows the RAS signal to be transmitted within the cell,” he said.

The first step is to use a 3-D animated atomic structure to figure out how the protiens talk to one
another, he said.

“We already have the means to understand how,” he said. “"And once we figure that out, we can
screen for small molecules that can block specific structural aspects.”

It's like a clockwork with multiple gears, he said.

“And if you could put a wrench at just the right place, you will stop the mechanism that is overactive
in cancer cells. And these cells will die because they need the signal to keep going.”

Therrien said he expects that within a year or two he will be in position to start clinical trials testing a
new generation of compounds that will inhibit RAS-dependant mutant cells.

Therrien's research project is one of 29 projects targeting new health therapies in many faculties
and areas of health research including veterinary medicine, public health, mental health, clinical and
genetic. Dr. Katherine Borden, principal investigator at the Institute for Research in Immunology and
Cancer, got a grant to probe the molecular basis of acute myeloid leukemia.

Petitpas Taylor said she greatly admires the work done at the university that benefits the lives of

Canadians. DAILY HEADLINE NEWS

“It is you, Canada's health researchers, who foster the knowledge, treatment and breakthroughs
that advance our health care system and saves lives. And it's your research that provides the
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evidence we need to tackle public health issues, like the opioid crisis and the legalization of
cannabis,” she said.

This year, CIHR raised the bar when it comes to the attention given to the study of sex and gender, that | may unsubscribe from these communications at any
said Dr. Cara Tannenbaum, scientific director of CIHR Institute of Gender and Health.

time.
“There have been changes in the inclusion of sex and gender, for example in peer review of projects, SUBMIT

to assess whether our research really benefits everyone,” she said. "Researchers are being asked,

‘Why aren't you including as many females?’ They are being challenged to change the status quo.”

A previous version of this story did not refer to Katherine Borden and Cara Tannenbaum as Doctor.
The Montreal Gazette regrets this error.
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